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The Board of the Australian College of Theology (ACT) is pleased to announce that
following the retirement of Dr Mark Harding, Dr Martin Sutherland has accepted the
Board's invitation to become the new Dean and Chief Executive Officer of the ACT.

Dr Sutherland holds a Bachelor of Theology from the University of Anckland, and a
BA (Hons) and PhD in History from the University of Canterbury. He relinquishes
his position as Academic Dean of Laidlaw College in Auckland, one of the affiliated
colleges of the ACT. In that role he became familiar with the workings of the ACT
and continued his interaction with government regulatory agencies with impressive
outcomes. He has been responsible for curriculum and faculty matters relating to the
disciplines of theology, ministry, education and counselling, as well as doctoral
programs undertaken in partnership with Auckland University of Technology. His
research interests are mainly in the field of church history and he has considerable
experience in supervising and lecturing at universities in New Zealand.

He is a respected scholar, an experienced church pastor in the Baptist denomination,
and he exhibits a strong awareness of the opportunities and obligations arising from
the aspirations of the ACT, Foundation al to his work is his strong conviction about
the centrality of the gospel to education and preparation for Christian service,
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He is married to Dr Yvonne SutherlaiId who is a scholar in Maori Studies. Martin

and Yvonne have three adult children and four grandchildren. And he is keen on
Rugby.

Dr Sutherland will commence as Acting Dean and Chief Executive Officer in April
2016 whilst Dr Harding is on long service leave, and formally assume the role from
I July 2016. We look forward to him commencing with the ACT in April2016.

Any enquiries may be directed to Richard Cardew, Chairman of the Board of the
ACT.
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