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What a privilege to walk in some of 
Paul’s footsteps during a tour to greece in 
late April-May.  it was a wonderful  
opportunity to share with around 50 men 
and women from across Australia - to 
share with them not only the sights and 
sounds of the Aegean, but god’s word 
and the ministry of the diocese.  christian 
fellowship Tours had invited me to join 
the cruise, sharing the proceeds as a 
means of raising funds for the diocese.  
We are very appreciative of their  
thoughtfulness and fellowship in our 
gospel ministry in the Diocese of north 
West Australia.  

it was terrific spending time with 
christian brothers and sisters from  
different states and backgrounds -  
whether in a cliff hugging café on Patmos 
with a sparkling bay below; or along the 
narrow, bustling streets of skiathos; or 
simply on the ship’s upper deck over 
breakfast.  

Most days began with singing, prayer 
and a Bible talk linking to the area we 
were visiting.  on occasions others from 
the ship joined with us.  some of the 
highlights for me included:

•	 our	visit	to	the	Acropolis	in	Athens,	
listening to Acts 17 being read as 
we viewed the city;

•	 walking	the	streets	of	Corinth	and	
Philippi with Paul’s letters echoing 
in my mind; 

•	 stepping	ashore	on	islands	like	
crete(where Titus ministered) and 
Paul’s stopover in rhodes (Acts 21); 
and,

•	 spending	quality	time	with	fellow	
christians committed to the gospel 
of Jesus christ.

As i journeyed through cities and 
islands where Paul visited, lived and 
preached i kept coming back to the  
central message Jesus commissioned 
him to announce - at every turn my 
mind’s eye refocussed on the gospel.   
As Paul writes to saints in rome he puts 
it like this (1:16):

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for  
salvation to everyone who believes: 
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
The gospel is god’s power to save, to 

rescue from the judgement every person 
rightly stands under because of our sin 
(romans 323).  The ancient ruins of  
temples and their gods casting their  
shadow on our contemporary world 
reinforced the pursuit of religion, together 
with its temporary, ‘hope-less’ character.

What a contrast to the gospel Paul 
preaches centred on Jesus’ gracious 
death and resurrection! This is the victory 
securing our forgiveness before god and 
a certain hope of eternal life (roms 324ff; 
623).  As i observed and heard the stories 
of the greek gods, often highly  
imaginative by nature, i felt both sad  
for those taken in, yet calmly reassured  
of the truth of the gospel.

But it’s also a gospel demanding a  
response of repentance and belief -  
a deep seated and life changing  
commitment to the lord Jesus christ 
(Acts 1730f; romans 51-11).  And this 
gospel is for all people - not just for some 
inner circle of enlightened elite, but for 
everyone who’s just like you and me.  
What a privilege to proclaim this gospel 
to the nations in north West Australia.

to Greece and Back!
By Bishop Gary Nelson



After 13 plus years as chaplain of the Dampier  
Mission to seafarers, ian and sue Mcgilvray have pulled 
up the anchor and sailed (driven) to Queensland to  
retire.  not knowing what that word means, they will be 
assisting in an honorary capacity at the Brisbane  
Mission to seafarers.  You can’t keep this pair down!

A farewell service and lunch, together with sea 
sunday celebrations, and the commissioning of the new 
chaplain, rev Jake de salis, was held at the Karratha 
Anglican community church on July 24th.   it was  
understandably a full house with Bishop gary in  
attendance and visitors from across the Pilbara. Many 
shared fond words remembering the variety of ways ian 
and sue had ministered, not only to the seafarers and 
the Dampier community, but also to members of the 
congregation of which they had become an integral part.

ian and sue will be sorely missed by all who came 
into contact with them.

our prayers and best wishes go with them as they 
enter this next phase of their adventure with god.

Anchors Aweigh 
for the McGilvrays
By Archdeacon Les Gaulton - Parish of Karratha/Dampier

the Pilbara Blend 
By Dave Morgan - Minister-in-Charge of Paraburdoo/Tom Price

The ‘Pilbara Blend’ normally refers to rio Tinto’s blending of 
Marra Mamba ores with higher phosphorous Brockman ore, to 
produce	a	high	quality	and	competitive	iron	ore	product	to	ship	
out of Dampier.

But the members of the Pilbara Archdeaconry are a Pilbara 
blend of another kind.

During the 2 ½ years that Priya and i have been ministering in 
Paraburdoo and Tom Price, Archdeaconries have happened three 
times a year, each church taking it in turns to host.  in the three 
southern parishes (exmouth, Paraburdoo/Tom Price and  
newman) it’s usually just the ministers (with some of our  

wives and families) gathering.  But in the coastal archdeaconry 
gatherings we are usually joined by the chaplains from the  
Ministry to seafarers as well. 

in July Priya and i hosted one at Paraburdoo. nick, one  
of the guys from church was a great help to us during the  
Archdeaconry, as Priya was struggling with morning sickness 
and so less able to help than usual. 

nick commented how encouraged he was to see the variety of 
Anglican ministers across the Pilbara. And he’s right, each one 
of us is very different. We have different personalities, senses 
of humour, passions in ministry, even our ministry contexts are 
strikingly diverse. Between the seven parish ministers up here we 
have trained at five different Bible colleges (at least!).

But for all that diversity there are some things that are very 
much the same. We serve the same Lord, have the same 

PhoTos    Left: Welcome Jake & Jennifer   Above: Farewell Ian & sue



desire to see him worshipped and glorified, and share the 
same message of Christ crucified and risen. 

While every Archdeaconry is a special time of fellowship, and 
building one another up, there were a couple of standout features 
of this particular gathering.

firstly, Bishop gary was with us. he shared updates from 
around the diocese and country, a teaching session on the  
centrality of the cross, and a biographical sketch of John  
newton. All great stuff! it was also an opportunity for gary to 
hear how we are going, and for us to hear how he is going.  This 
naturally led to mutual prayer and encouragement,  
hopefully we’ll be able to welcome him back again next year.

secondly, each of us shared about a particular aspect of 
ministry we have recently been working on. frank shared about 
preaching 1 corinthians; while rich provided some insights into 

how he engages popular culture at BBQ church. for les, the joys 
of volunteering at Dampier seafarers centre; for eion how he 
encourages christian parents to shepherd their kids.  Derek and 
Amanda shared about a range of ministries  
including their new youth group, and ministry to the teaching 
staff of a nearby indigenous community’s school. it was really 
helpful to hear and learn from one another in this way.

finally, there was a note of sadness as this was eion  
simmon’s last archdeaconry with the Pilbara Blend. We were able 
to thank god for eion and clare’s faithful service in Port hedland, 
and entrust their future to the lord. eion will be  
greatly missed from our gatherings.

Please continue to pray for the faithfulness of all God’s 
people in the Pilbara, and that the Ministers, Chaplains and 
churches in this part of the world would be used mightily by 
our Lord to build and grow his kingdom.

over the past five years, st Matthew’s Port hedland has gone 
camping for a long weekend during the cooler months.  so we’ve 
pitched our tents in exotic places like Pardoo station, Marble Bar 
and eighty Mile Beach. church camps provide an opportunity for 
members of our church to:

•	 get	to	know	each	other	better;	
•	 relocate	out	of	town	-	at	least	for	the	weekend;	
•	 enjoy	some	solid	Bible	teaching;	and;
•	 marvel	at	God’s	wonderful	creation	in	amazing	places.

This year about 40 of us spent three days at eighty Mile - only 
2 ½ hours up the coast towards Broome. The caravan park  
owners	are	Christians	and	very	kindly	allow	us	to	set	up	gazebos	 
for our meeting area and kitchen. And for those in tents or 
camper trailers it means camping together, which enhances the 
community feel of the weekend.

each year we invite a great speaker to share god’s word 
with us. in the past Andrew Price joined us from holy Trinity 

Doncaster, one of our BcA link churches. Then Allan chapple, a 
Trinity college lecturer and also David rowbottom. All these men 
encouraged us as they unpacked the Bible.

This year we had the privilege of having Paul spackman as  
our guest speaker. he shared with us four talks on christian  
Distinctives which gave us all food for thought. At the same time 
the kids had their own talks from a team of church volunteers.  
our children considered kingship from the oT, culminating in 
god sending Jesus as King of Kings.

other highlights of this year’s camp included a 4-wheel drive 
challenge on the beach with a variety of things to be collected or 
photographed; a trivia night and copious amounts of food.

church camp is definitely one of the highlights of our year.  
it provides a great opportunity for fellowship, fun, spiritual 
challenges and encouragement, as well as excellent food. i am 
already looking forward to next year’s camp.

Church camp - a great blessing! 
By Philip Knife - Minister in Charge, Port hedland



suPPortiNG GosPel  
MiNistry iN the North west

perSoNal DetailS: (please print)

name:  ..........................................................................................

Address:  .......................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone:  ..........................................................................................

email:  ...........................................................................................

c i want to be a prayer partNer  
Please send me the northwest network

c i’m interested in training for miNiStry in NWa

c i’d like to discuss ServiNg in NWa as a..    
m tentmaker
 m retired Minister
 m Parish Minister

c i want to be a FiNaNcial partNer  
please use my gift for:
Where it is most needed c

Ministry in/for  ........................................................ c

My support will be via,

•		Electronic	Transfer	to:
   Diocese of north West Australia Acf  
   BsB 706-001   A/c no. 30003846
   for the amount of $ ..............................................

c

or $  .......................  every  .....................................

•		Cheque/postal	note	(payable to Diocese of north West Australia)

c please send me details concerning a bequest to the 
Diocese of NWa.

proFeSSioNal StaNDarDS
The Diocese of north West Australia seeks to be a safe place for all. if you have a complaint 

or	a	question	about	sexual	abuse	or	inappropriate	behaviour	please	contact	the	 
Director of Professional Standards:  tracie chambers-clark (Jp) phone: (08) 9325 7455  

email: tchambers-clark@perth.anglican.org

Mu 140 and still going strong!
By Mrs Gladys sutton

The Mother’s union fellowship 
Branch of geraldton recently 
met together to celebrate Mu 
140 years since Mary sumner’s 
vision for families.  We began at 
9am with a communion service 
at Bluff Point Anglican church.  
There were about 21 ladies in 
attendance. The rev roger 
Kyngdon joined us, providing 
a challenging and encouraging 
message from John 17. 

our next session was devoted  
to prayer using the Wave of 
Prayer. A time of reflection 
followed centred on where we 
have grown in the past six years, 
and where we are planning to go 
in the next six years. Then we 
enjoyed a lovely morning tea.

After our refreshment, each individual spent time alone in prayer 
seeking god’s will for our branch as we plan for the next six years.  We 
then reconvened to discuss the direction we believed god was guiding 
us. it was a very beneficial session.

our Mu Bookstall proved to be very popular during the time before 
our celebratory lunch at a local venue.  This was made even more  
special as we presented Mrs Margaret glass with a certificate  
acknowledging her as a life Member. Margaret, who has recently  
celebrated her 93rd birthday, has served Mothers union in many  
positions for over 24 years.

We are looking forward to what the lord has in store for us for the 
next year.  We prayerfully acknowledge god for what he has done in 
our lives, both individually, and corporately. All praise and honour must 
be given to our lord Jesus, and to god be the glory for everything in 
creation.

serving in the 

North west
We are currently looking for ministers to serve 
in the challenging, demanding yet opportunity 

filled North West. In 2017 we will have the 
following ministry positions available:

a minister-in-charge for 
the Kununurra parish

an assistant minister in geraldton

a senior chaplain for port Hedland 
mission to Seafarers

if you are gospel hearted, marked by  
sacrificial service and keen on a move to  

a mission context, then contact:

bishop gary Nelson at  
bishop@anglicandnwa.org for further information.

iNvestiNG iN GosPel MissioN 
          iN the North west
We are a diocese seeking to bring the gospel to the nations - the nations 
that live, visit and work in our vast diocese (roughly 80% of Western Australia).  
Much of our ministry is in small, remote communities with very transient 

populations - sometimes we are the only church in town!  

in essence, we are miSSioNarieS without leaving our national shores.  
Please prayerfully consider supporting this strategic gospel work.  

Each year we need to raise 60% of our costs and are thankful for the many 
Christians throughout Australia who fellowship with us in our ministry.  

For Further detAils oN how you CAN Give see this PAGe.


